Borough  of  Xancaster. 


REPORT 

ON  THE 

Medical  Inspection 


School  Children 


FOR  THE 


Year  ending  3 1st  December,  1917. 


Medical  Inspection  of  Children  in  the  Elementary  Schools  was 
carried  out  as  in  previous  years,  the  entrants  and  leavers,  but  not  the 
eight-year-old  group,  being  systematically  examined  as  set  out  in 
tabular  form  below.  The  School  Medical  Officer  was  assisted  in  the 
work  by  four  School  Nurses,  who  are  also  Health  Visitors.  The 
clerical  work  was  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  continued  prosperity  of  the  town  is  shewn  by  the  large  drop 
in  the  number  of  meals  supplied  at  the  Canteen,  the  respective  figures 
for  1916  and  1917  being  14,123  and*, 574.  The  Canteen  at  the  Town 
Hall  was  closed  in  February,  but  up  till  July  a  few  meals  were 
supplied  at  Dallas  Road  and  St.  Peter’s  Schools. 

The  total  number  of  children  on  the  roll  was  6,450,  an  increase 
of  55  on  the  previous  year,  and  of  these  2,192  were  medically 
inspected. 

Urgent  and  necessary  repairs  only  were  undertaken  in  connection 
with  school  premises.  Attention  was  given  to  the  heating  arrange¬ 
ments  at  St.  Anne’s,  St.  Mary’s,  and  Bowerham  Council  Schools. 

The  practice  was  continued  of  curtailing  the  midday  interval 
during  the  darker  months  pending  the  improvement  of  the  artificial 
lighting  in  a  number  of  schools. 

In  a  large  number  of  children  it  was  observed  that  the  operation 
of  the  Summer  Time  Act  had  an  ill  effect,  producing  a  condition  of 
languor  and  inability  to  concentrate  on  school  work.  Other  causes 
also  were  at  work  intensifying  this  result,  chiefly  the  extensive 
employment  of  children  out  of  school  hours  and,  in  many  cases,  the 
want  of  a  proper  midday  meal  through  the  absence  of  mothers  at 
work.  In  this  connection  much  good,  in  my  opinion,  will  result  from 
the  rationing  of  the  nation,  and  School  Medical  Officers  will  be 
grateful  to  the  Food  Controller  for  indirectly  instructing  house¬ 
keepers  in  food  values,  a  subject  on  which  the  majority  of  them  have 
hitherto  been  lamentably  ignorant. 
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Partly  as  a  result  of  the  industrial  employment  of  mothers,  many 
children  come  to  school  insufficiently  cleansed.  There  are  also  too 
many  dirty  children  whose  mothers  do  not  go  out  to  work.  Compulsory 
attendance  at  school  should  mean  attendance  in  a  sufficiently  hygienic 
condition  of  body  to  enable  the  child  to  benefit  from  instruction. 

The  treatment  of  minor  ailments  was  continued  throughout  the 
year  at  Thurnham  House.  Defective  vision  is  the  one  condition  for 
which  treatment  is  wholly  satisfactory.  A  school  dentist  is  very 
much  needed,  but  under  present  conditions  is  unobtainable.  Con¬ 
siderable  delay  is  experienced  in  the  amelioration  of  unhealthy  throat 
conditions.  The  prevention  of  these,  however,  is  receiving  more 
attention  from  the  teachers,  who  are  alive  to  the  evil  results  which 
arise  from  mouth -breathing. 


Statistics. 

No.  of  visits  paid  by  S.M.O.  to  schools  and  departments  ...  62 

„  „  „  homes  of  children  ...  (about)  100 

„  „  Nurses  to  schools  and  departments  512 

„  „  „  homes  of  children  ...  3,217 

Total  No.  of  children  who  attended  Inspection  Clinic  (Town  Hall)  1,219 
,,  attendances  at  ,,  ,,  1  >359 

No.  of  children  examined  by  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  .  169 

„  „  for  whom  glasses  were  prescribed  145 

„  „  who  attended  Treatment  Clinic  (minor  ailments)  507 

Total  No.  of  attendances  at  ,,  ,,  8.497 


No.  of  cases  of  suspected  infectious  disease  notified  from  schools  : — 
Measles,  320;  Whooping  Cough,  181 ;  Ringworm,  19;  Scabies,  70; 
Mumps,  291  ;  Chicken  Pox,  74  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  3  ;  Diphtheria,  2  ; 
Sore  Throat,  33  ;  Other,  245. 

No.  of  exclusions Scarlet  Fever,  43  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  1  ;  Diphtheria, 
7  :  Measles,  885  ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  25  ;  Eye  Diseases,  25  ; 
Ringworm,  36 ;  Scabies,  176 ;  Impetigo,  28  ;  Other  conditions,  144. 
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No.  of  children  maintained  in  special  schools  during  1917  :  Blind,  2  ; 
Epileptic,  5  ;  Deaf  and  Dumb,  5  ;  Mentally  Defective,  1. 


No.  of  children  attending  Dallas  Road  Invalid  Class  at  the 

end  of  1917...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

„  meals  supplied  in  1917  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,574 

„  candidates  for  half-time  exemption  medically  examined  56 
„  exemptions  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

„  children  who  passed  the  labour  examination  ...  ...  42 

„  „  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  1917  ...  ...  ...  6,450 

Increase  on  previous  year...  ...  55 

„  attendances  of  children  suffering  from  Scabies  for 

supervision  at  Thurnham  House  ...  ...  ...  423 
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TABLE  I. — Number  of  Children  Inspected  ist  January,  1917, 
to  31ST  December,  1917. 

A. — “Code  Groups. 


Entrants. 

Age  . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Boys  . 

Girls . 

2 

2 

143 

164 

186 

189 

74 

70 

46 

82 

45 1 

507 

Total . 

4 

307 

375 

144 

128 

958 

Intermediate 

Group. 

Leavers. 

Grand 

Total. 

Age  . 

8 

12 

13 

H 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Boys . 

Girls  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

260 

287 

IOI 

66 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3613 

358 

814 

865 

Total  . 

Nil. 

547 

167 

4 

3 

721 

1,679 

B. — Groups  other  than  “  Code.” 


Intermediate 

Special 

Cases. 

Re-Examinations 

Group  (other 

(i.e.,  No.  of  Children 

(1) 

than  8  years). 

Re-Examined). 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Boys  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

208 

3°5 

334 

309 

Girls . 

Total... 

Nil. 

5*3 

643 
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TABLE  II.— Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of 
Medical  Inspection  in  1917. 


Code  Groups. 

Specials. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(i) 

:No.  requir- 
No.  ing  to  be 

referred  ikept  under 
for  observat  'n, 
treat-  but  not 
ment.  Referred  for 
treatment. 
(2)  (3) 

No. 

referred 

for 

treat¬ 

ment. 

(4) 

No.  requir¬ 
ing  to  be 
kept  under 
observat  'n, 
but  not 
referred  for 
treatment. 

(5) 

Malnutrition 

38 

5 

4 

3 

Uncleanlmess — 

Head  . 

IIO 

211 

32 

63 

Body 

19 

1 

Skin— 

Ringworm,  Head 

8 

1 

7 

2 

„  Body  . 

Scabies  . . 

2 

Impetigo 

8 

1 

1 

Other  disease  ... 

10 

3 

1 

5 

Eye — 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint... 

80 

100 

24 

12 

External  Eye  disease  ... 

46 

7 

5 

3 

Ear— 

Defective  Hearing 

12 

4 

4 

6 

Ear  disease 

21 

1 

6 

1 

Teeth— 

Dental  Disease 

548 

261 

58 

23 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

I45 

64 

10 

18 

Adenoids 

2 

35 

3 

Enlarged  Tonsils  &  Adenoids... 

46 

H 

3 

1 

Defective  Speech  ... 

4 

4 

1 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  disease,  Organic 

63 

17 

10 

3 

,,  Functional 

13 

33 

1 

1 

Anaemia 

1 1 

3 

1 

Lungs — 

Pulm.  Tuberculosis,  Definite... 

,,  „  Suspected 

12 

3 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

22 

1 

2 

4 

Other  Disease  ... 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

... 

Chorea  ... 

3 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

Other  Disease  ... 

2 

.  .  . 

Non.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Glands  ... 

2 

Bones  and  Joints 

Other  Forms  ... 

1 

Rickets 

4 

Deformities 

12 

7 

3 

3 

Other  defects  or  diseases  ... 

15 

5 

8 

2 

TABLE  IV. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children. 
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TABLE  V.— Inspection,  Treatment.  &c.,  of  Children 
during  1917. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected 
whether  Code  Group,  special  or  ailing  child)  .  . 

2,192 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects 
(other  than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or 
footgear)  who  require  to  be  kept  under  observa¬ 
tion  (but  not  referred  for  treatment) 

617 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for 
treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  etc.)... 

1,198 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received  treat¬ 
ment  for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  unclean¬ 
liness,  defective  clothing,  etc.). 

338 

